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West Emory NEWS 

    It is hard to believe that January has 

flown by on the wings of crazy weather 

patterns and unseasonably warm days. 

Despite the flu-like illnesses and misera-

ble colds, February brings with it the 

promise of eventual warmer days ahead 

and spring flowers emerging once more 

from their long winter hibernation. At least 

that is what we are all longing for: Spring—

the season of rebirth and resurrection.  
 

    The Annual Report that follows reflects 

just a part of who we are as a family of 

faith in this place for this time in history. 

We have a lot of blessings to celebrate as 

we look forward to the bright future that is 

before us. 
 

    As the Church and followers of Christ, 

we are on the verge of the Season of Lent. 

On Ash Wednesday, February 10th, we 

begin our Lenten journey through the  

desert wilderness toward Easter. Ash 

Wednesday derives it name from the peni-

tential sackcloth and ashes mentioned 

frequently in the Old Testament. This 7 

pm worship service is very spiritually mov-

ing and inspiring. If you have not partici-

pated before, I encourage to do so this 

year as a way of enriching your journey of 

faith. 
 

    Please keep our church family in your 

prayers and continue to listen for God’s 

leading as we seek to be God’s blessing 

to others in our community and in the 

world.  
 

          Your sister in Christ,  Miki 

West Emory Presbyterian Church  

Annual Report for 2015  
 

“We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord,… 

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;  

yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.” 
 

As this familiar hymn reminds us, when we walk and work and worship 

together as the Body of Christ, the Church, we are responding to Jesus’s 

call to discipleship in profound and life-changing ways and the light of Christ’s love 

shines forth in each and everyone one of us.  
 

As we begin the year 2016 and reflect on the year gone past, there are so many 

blessings for which we can be grateful and so many opportunities to serve our Lord 

open to us in the days ahead. 
 

The members and friends of West Emory Presbyterian Church continue to be lead by 

the Spirit using our gifts and resources in remarkable ways for the ministry and mis-

sion of Jesus Christ. This year we have been blessed with seven new members—

which brings our membership to 100—as well as other individuals and families for 

whom West Emory is considered their church home; celebrated four baptisms and 

the arrival of Sam and Adam Fischer from China; and remembered dear friends no 

longer with us. We have worshiped and prayed together, rejoiced and grieved togeth-

er; worked, served, studied, and played together.  
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Annual Report (cont. from page 1) 
 

Our worship bulletin reminds us each Sunday that: “The 

Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and to reach out into the 

community and the world in his name. Through worship, 

study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to 

serve God with joy and enthusiasm and to welcome all 

persons into this family of faith, the Body of Christ.” 
 

One just has to glance over this Annual Report to be re-

minded of all the many ways this congregation has taken 

seriously our Savior’s call to discipleship. Though we 

may be a smaller membership congregation, our care for 

one another and our outreach beyond our doors is out-

standing.  
 

As a family of faith, year after year, we continue to expe-

rience the energizing and inspiring presence of the Holy 

Spirit working in our midst through the persons and min-

istries that are a part of our mission. 
 

Our Pumpkin Patch ministry cele-

brated its 10th Anniversary and con-

tinues to be a blessing not only to 

this congregation and our neigh-

bors, but also throughout our larger 

community, across the state, and 

around the world. We sold $22,262 in pumpkins and, 

with extra donations, gleaned $8,740 to share with or-

ganizations and agencies like Knox Area Rescue Minis-

tries (KARM), Family Promise of Knoxville, Living Waters 

for the World, FISH Hospitality Pantries, Fisher House 

Foundation who minister to wounded veterans and their 

families, John Knox Center and Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance. Through the proceeds of the Patch and 

$1,480 extra in donations by church members and the 

Child Enrichment Center families, we provided 100 fami-

lies with Thanksgiving dinner through KARM. Our com-

munity outreach through the Fall Festival provided arts 

and craft activities, games and hayrides, as well as 

bake, craft and book sales that were enjoyed by all. The 

proceeds from this event helped pay for the festival ex-

penses and are also being used to supplement our youth 

program. 
 

Our active, hands-on involvement in 

local and area missions gives us a bet-

ter understanding of the needs of our 

neighbors and our call to respond as 

we are able. Installation and maintenance of clean water 

systems in the Tennessee and Kentucky border area 

through Living Waters for the World Appalachian Net-

work and the hosting meals for homeless guest families 

that are sheltered and supported in local churches 

through Family Promise continue to be a priority for us.  

This past Christmas, through the leadership 

of the Women of West Emory, we helped 

bring a little warmth and love into the lives 

of our brothers and sisters in Christ by col-

lecting hats, gloves, scarves, and socks for 

our Angel Tree, and 54 gift bags filled with 

various items for Mobile Meals recipients.  
 

Food donations for Second Harvest Food 

Bank, including 550+ cans of “souper bowl” soup, the 

Two Cents-a-Meal offering ($754) that supports a large 

number of local groups and agencies providing help to 

those in need, and the annual Souper Bowl of Caring 

Offering ($329) all are ways this congregation helps 

make a difference in the lives of so many in our area.  
 

The combined total offering for Two Cents-a-Meal this 

past year was an impressive $1082. 
 

We still seek new ways to continue 

our ministry to and support of our 

Military and their families, Police Of-

ficers, Firefighters and First Respond-

ers in our community. During the year 

donations for various disaster and relief offerings were 

received along with the four special, ongoing offerings of 

our denomination—One Great Hour of Sharing ($473), 

Pentecost ($421), Peace and Global Witness ($386) and 

Christmas Joy Gift ($270).  
 

The Christmas Eve offering was designated for the Be-

nevolence Fund which brought the total for the year to 

$8,528 and has been used to provide financial assis-

tance to church members and others in our community. 

These afore-mentioned, over and above mission giving 

offerings, in addition to $6000 for the work of the coun-

cils of the PC(USA)—presbytery, synod, and General As-

sembly—brought approximately $27,381 in blessings to 

others in the name of our Lord and Savior. 
 

We continued to be excited about our mentoring out-

reach ministry to children through KIDS HOPE USA. In 

partnership with our neighborhood school, A. L. Lotts 

Elementary, we added a new mentor to our team this 

year working one-on-one with at-risk elementary stu-

dents providing them academic and personal attention 

one hour a week.  
 

We are also pleased to be sponsors of 

Cub Scout Pack 865 which includes 42 

boys in the 1st through 5th grade plus their 

leaders who meet 2 to 3 times a month at 

the church. This Christmas the scouts and 

the congregation collected items of cloth-

ing for Soles4Souls and Warm Coats, Warm Hearts.  

    Page 2 
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Annual Report (cont from page 2) 
 

Work days, yard sales, church dinners, the 

Palm Sunday pancake breakfast and the 

Easter egg hunt, Thanksgiving luncheon 

and picnic on the grounds, after worship 

fellowship times and the annual Christ-

mas Open House provide opportunities 

for our members, friends and visitors to 

enjoy time together. Our Dinner for Eight 

program continues to grow as well as the Sunday morn-

ing class of adults, The Monday Connection. We look 

forward to expanding our education ministry for all ages 

even further.  
 

Our children and youth are participating in a variety of 

activities and ministries including serving as acolytes, 

ushers, liturgists, choir members and musicians, and 

childcare helpers. A number have experienced the bene-

fits of attending presbytery and denominational-wide 

camps and conferences. Our Women’s group continues 

the Prayer Shawl ministry and collections 

of household goods and clothes for Family 

Promise families and day center as well 

as meeting monthly for dinner and fellow-

ship and leading the congregation in new 

outreach ministries. 
 

We continue to be blessed by a gifted 

choir and musicians and have been feed 

spiritually in worship and through the Lenten Bible study 

series and Sunday School programs. Each year our visu-

al worship experience is enhanced with the addition of a 

purple draped rugged cross during Lent that then trans-

forms and gives witness to the resurrection as an out-

standingly beautiful flower-

bedecked cross on Easter Sun-

day. Our Annual “Kirkin’ of the 

Pumpkins” with a bagpiper and 

other special worship services 

continue enrich us spiritually 

and artistically.  
 

One of our major ministries of the church, the West 

Emory Child Enrichment Center, continues to thrive as 

parents in our community find a safe and loving environ-

ment for the care of their children. We currently have 60 

children at WECEC, ages 18 months through elementary 

age in the after school program, and a staff of 13. Our 

church’s flower beds and grounds, indoor plants and 

sanctuary continue to delight the eye and our repair 

needs are attended by the loving care of dedicated indi-

viduals for whom we are very grateful. Through the gen-

erous giving of time, talents and financial resources of 

our members and friends, the ministry and mission of 

West Emory Church is strong and vibrant.  
 

In 2015 West Emory was one of 

140 congregations across the na-

tion to receive a Clergy Renewal 

Grant from the Lilly Endowment 

Foundation. This enabled our pas-

tor, Miki Vanderbilt, to spend three months in the sum-

mer in a period of reflection and renewal. Her sabbatical 

included the opportunity to begin Reclaiming Creativity—

artistically, spiritually, physically, and intellectually. We 

were blessed that The Rev. Dr. Dwyn Mounger was able 

to serve as our Pastor-in-Residence during this time. We 

look forward to finding opportunities for all of us to use 

our creative gifts in a wide variety of ways in our ministry 

together. 
 

As we begin this new year to-

gether, may we look forward to 

the future with great energy and 

expectancy. May the light of God 

continue to shine forth through 

us into our community; may our beautiful rose window 

remain a beacon of hope and love even in the darkest of 

nights; and may our lives joyfully reflect the presence of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
 

This is the good news of the gospel.  

Let us share it with the world. 
 

“Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.” 

 

WEPC is hosting a Valentine Dinner—February 7th 
at Midway Rehabilitation Center, 1515 Magnolia Ave. 

 

West Emory Presbyterian Church is embarking on a new outreach ministry and 

we invite everyone to join us! We are going to provide a Home Cooked meal for 

the residences of the halfway house at Midway Rehabilitation Center here in 

Knoxville this afternoon, February 7th. Yes, we know it is Super Bowl Sunday and 

a week before Valentine’s Day, but nevertheless we will meet at the church by 

2:45 pm and leave at 3:00 p.m. We are planning eat by 4:00 or 4:30 p.m. It’s 

plenty of time to participate in this ministry and still enjoy your evening plans. Thank you to all who have pre-

pared dishes and those coming to serve and visit with the residents. Families are especially welcome.     Page 3 
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An Invitation…. 
 

Music is an essential part of our worship together as the people of God. Over the years 

West Emory has been richly blessed by those who have shared their gifts so graciously 

to the glory of God as part of our wonderful Chancel Choir. If you enjoy singing or play a 

musical instrument, we invite you to join this ministry as we prepare for Easter.  

Contact Gwen Bridge at XXX or XXX@yahoo.com     Page 4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Journey to the Cross” 
Wednesday Evenings 

February 17th—March 16th  

7:00—8:30 pm 
 

You are invited to join others on a spiritual journey this 

season of Lent. We will be walking with Christ from the 

Mount of Transfiguration to the Gates of Jerusalem 

using the gospel of Luke. This five week traditional Bi-

ble study will last throughout Lent but it is designed so 

you can attend all the sessions or just one. We are 

pleased that the class will be taught by The Rev. Pat 

Ramsden.       

The Monday Connection 

Sunday School Class  

begins a New Study 
 

The Presbyterian Church USA 

has a number of confessions 

(sometimes referred to as Affir-

mations of Faith). Most of us are familiar with the 

Apostles' Creed ("I believe in God the Father maker of 

heaven and earth...") but there are nine confessions in all 

as well as three catechisms included in the Book of Con-

fessions. 
 

Why so many? Confessions are written to clearly state 

what the Church believes at a given point in time and/or 

to address the Church's response to a societal problem. 

Last year the Church did just that when it approved the 

addition of the Belhar Confession that addresses discrim-

ination. 
 

We'll be studying the Belhar Confession in Sunday School 

for four weeks beginning February 7th. The class will fo-

cus on our personal experiences with discrimination and 

our experiences as a congregation. We'll look at how the 

Belhar Confession stretches our faith and how the church 

models the teaching of Christ to love one another. Come 

join us as we grow together. The Class meets at 9:30 am 

in the classroom across from the water fountains. 

Annual Souper Bowl of Caring Offering – This Sunday 
 

February 7th is a great day in the life of the church. More than just a super day for football, 

it is the day the youth in our country lead us in helping the hungry and hurting people in 

our own communities and around the world. In 2012, more than 10,000 groups collect-

ed more than $9.8 million in dollars and food for local hunger-relief charities. That's 

a total of more than $90 million collected since the movement began in 1990!  
 

All donations collected by our congregation through the Souper Bowl of Caring Offering will be combined with our 

monthly 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering and used for hunger relief in our area through local agencies.  
 

In addition, the children of our congregation are challenging all of us to bring cans of soup and other non-

perishable food items that will be given to the new Smokey’s Pantry located at Tyson House, the Lutheran/

Episcopal Campus Ministry at the University of Tennessee. Working with our Presbyterian Campus Ministry, these 

donations will help provide food for those students who may not be able to afford to be on a food plan and are find-

ing themselves often going hungry. In addition to cans of soup, we are asking for items that students can prepare 

for themselves in their dorm rooms: peanut butter and crackers, Ramen noodles, energy bars, macaroni and 

cheese, etc. Our goal is 550 food items on Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday. This food drive will continue until next 

Sunday if you would like to bring some items. 
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February: 1 - Thomas Bridge 

and Linda Whitehead, 2 - Ann 

Naylor, 3 - Margaret Richard-

son, 4 - Dacia Maxwell-Hix, 19 - 

Louise McCall and Sara 

Michel, 21 - Jenny Porras, 25 - Julie Michel, 27 - 

Gary Beck, 28 - Michelle Hensley  

March: 6 - Suzette Ford, 8 - Kay Mounger, 9 - 

Cody Locklar, 13 - Kay DeVore and Cimone 

Locklar, 15 - Ciony Sengson, 18 - Olivia Hensley; 

19 - Donna Vanderbilt, 20 - Jim Felts, 22 - Stan 

Johnson, 23 - Susan Mann, 28 - Rena McAlister 

 

 

A Reminder:  
The Session meets for its regular  

Stated Meeting on  

Thursday, Feb 18th at 7 pm. 

Calendar of Events 
7 - Worship Service/Communion - 10:30 am 

 Souper Bowl of Caring Offering 

 Adult Class—The Monday Connection - 9:30 am 

  Valentine Dinner at Midway Rehab Center 

  10 - Ash Wednesday Service - 7 pm 

  14 - 1st Sunday in Lent - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

 Adult Class—The Monday Connection - 9:30 am 

 Happy Valentine’s Day! 

  17 - Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

 Lenten Bible Study - 7 pm 

  18 - Session Meeting - 7 pm 

  20 - Presbytery Meeting -  Farragut PC 

  21 - 2nd Sunday in Lent - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 Adult Class—The Monday Connection - 9:30 am 

  24 - Lenten Bible Study - 7 pm  

  28 - 3rd Sunday in Lent - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 Adult Class—The Monday Connection - 9:30 am 
 

 2 - Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

          Lenten Bible Study - 7 pm 

 6 - 4th Sunday in Lent  

  Worship/Communion Service - 10:30 am 

   9 - Lenten Bible Study - 7 pm 

   13 - 5th Sunday in Lent - Worship Service—10:30 am 

 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

 Adult Class—The Monday Connection - 9:30 am 

 Daylight Saving Time begins 

  16 - Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

 Lenten Bible Study - 7 pm 

  17 - Session Meeting - 7 pm 

  20 - Passion/Palm Sunday - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 Pancake Breakfast - 9 am 

  24 - Maundy Thursday Service - 7 pm 

  25 - Good Friday 

  27 - Easter Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 Easter Egg Hunt following Worship Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Feb. 10th at 7 pm 

John Knox Center Summer Camp Registration is now open. 
 

You won’t want to miss Summer Camp at John Knox this 

summer. West Emory Church has camperships available!  

To check out the schedule and register, go to 

www.johnknoxcenter.org, or call John Knox Center office at 

865-376- 2236.  

 

Cleaning out your  

closets or garage? 
 

Remember...When you do-

nate clothing and house-

hold items to a KARM Thrift 

Store, let the attendant 

know you are from West 

Emory Presbyterian Church. 

Because of your generosity 

we receive gift cards that may be used in the 

KARM stores. We have donated our cards to Fam-

ily Promise and A.L Lotts Elementary School to be 

used by the families in their care. Thank you for 

helping increase our ability to reach out to others 

in the name of our Lord and Savior. 

Presbytery of East Tennessee meets February 20th 
 

Please pray for our Presbytery as they meet February 20th 

at Farragut Presbyterian Church. Among the items they will 

consider are the budget for 2016 and a plan for steward-

ship for the future. Ann Naylor is our Commissioner and Jon 

Michel is the Alternate Commissioner.  



1035 Emory Church Road@ 

Westland Drive 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37922 
 

Phone: 865-690-5333 

www.westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

minister@westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

The Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior  

Jesus Christ and to reach out into the community and the world in his name. 

Through worship, study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God 

with joy and enthusiasm and to welcome all persons into this family of faith,  

the Body of Christ. 

W e s t  E m o r y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Ministers: 
  The Congregation 

Pastor: 
  The Rev. Dr. Augusta B. “Miki” Vanderbilt 

Music Director: 
  Gwen Bridge 

Pianist: 
  Louise Edwards 

Clerk of Session: 
  Belinda McCall 

Treasurer: 
  Bill Hall 

Christian Ed. Coordinator: 
  Linda Whitehead 

Acting Director of Child Enrichment Center: 
  Alicia McMillan 

The Season of Lent 
 

Lent is a time of self-reflection and penitence, a time to acknowledge our sinfulness and 

need for God’s mercy. From the church’s earliest days, Lent was a time of preparation for 

baptism of new converts and penitence leading to the reconciliation of those estranged 

from the community. Mirroring the forty days of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness, the 

season of Lent begins forty-six days before Easter Sunday. Because every Sunday was to 

be a celebration of the resurrection and therefore not a day of fasting, the Sundays of Lent 

are not included in the forty penitential days of Lent. 
 

On Ash Wednesday, Christians are invited to enter a period of self-examination, repent-

ance, prayer, fasting, and self-denial. We are called to use these forty days as a time of 

reflection on our sins, the ways that we separate ourselves from God and from one another. Thus it is easy to char-

acterize Lent as the somber, solemn period of the church year, but there is also joy to be found in the journey. The 

juxtapositions of mortality and eternity, sin and grace, death and life, make the path to Jesus’ cross and tomb a 

rugged, rewarding terrain. Ashes on the forehead or hand are a sign of our humanity and a reminder of our mortali-

ty. Lent is not a matter of being good, and wearing ashes is not showing off one’s faith. The ashes are a reminder 

to us and our communities we are finite creatures: “Remember, that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
 

The Ash Wednesday  worship service is very spiritually moving and inspiring. If you have not participated before, 

you are encouraged to do so this year as a way of enriching your journey of faith. 
 

Ash Wednesday Service - February 10th at 7 pm 


